[H] “And in regard to Egypt, it is written, “And they saw the God 
of Israel; and there was under his feet as it were a pavement of 
sapphire stone, like the very heaven for clearness’ (Ex. 24:10). 


[I] “This serves to teach you that just as stone is tougher than brick, 
so the subjugation to Babylonia was tougher than the 
subjugation to Egypt.” 


[J] Bar Qappara taught, “Before Israel was redeemed from 
Egypt, it was indicated in the firmament [‘a pavement of 
sapphire stone’ ]. Once they were redeemed, it no longer 
appeared in the firmament. 


[K] “What is the Scriptural evidence for this view? ‘Like the 
very heaven for clearness’ (Ex. 24:10). This refers to the 
heaven when it is clear of all clouds.” 


[L] It has been taught in the name of R. Eliezer, “An idol 
passed with Israel through the sea. 


[M] “What is the Scriptural basis for this statement? 
“Whom thou didst redeem for thyself from Egypt, 
nations and its gods’”(2 Sam. 7:23). 


[N] Said to him R. Agiba, “Heaven forefend! If you say so, 
you treat the holy as profane. What is the meaning of, 
“Whom you redeemed for yourself from Egypt’? It is as 
if you redeemed yourself.” 


[IV:1 A] And on that day they walk around the altar seven times [M. 4:3F]: 
[B] Said R. Aha, “This is a memorial to [the victory at] Jericho.” 
4:4 
[A] As the rite concerning it [is performed] on an ordinary day, so the rite 


concerning it [is performed] on the Sabbath. 


[B] But they would gather [the willow branches] on Friday and leave 
them in the gilded troughs [of water], so that they will not wither. 


[C] R. Yohanan b. Berogah says, “They would bring palm tufts and beat 
them on the ground at the side of the altar, 


[D] “and that day was called the ‘day of beating palm tufts.’” 
[E] Forthwith children throw away their lulabs and eat their citrons. 
[I:1 A] [M. 4:4E] has said only, “Children.” Lo, adults do not do so. 


